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Another winter (well sort
of )has gone by and
another summer full of
challenges and
opportunities stands ahead
of us. Spring is atime of
renewal and new
beginnings. Plants come
to life again and bird songs
abound. It’s a beautiful
ritual of nature that is
repeatedyear after year.
Maybe it’s a sign for us
to do the same. Let's take
a cue off Mother Nature
and find ways to
rejuvenate and remake
ourselves a little bit.
Change the routine andtry
some new training
technique. Go to atrial
you dont normally goto.
T ake your four legged
friends for a hike down in
Fundy National Park. |
decided this winter to try
to spend a few minutes as
often as possible with
Moka and Aléa doing
various training instead of
always just doing flyball
trainingon Friday
evenings and going for our
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normal daily exercise.
Some times I'll just do
small tricks and some
times I'll do flyball related
stuff. The result has been
impressive as Moka and
Aléa seem to have relaxed
a lot and seem much more
content with life. A
change of routine can do
all of us some good.

As some of you know,
I’'m a highly competitive
person. Outside of dog
sports, | do track and field
to feedthat drive for
competitionthat | have.
Some of that competitive
drive has flowed into my
approach to flyball. And it
hasn't always been easy
for me to accept that not
everyone has the same
goals as | do. A very busy
schedule this winter has
forced me to reduce my
drive for competition and
concentrate on other
things. | have discovered
that thethingsthat | used
to stress over because of
my competitive drive have
become much more
enjoyable ever since | have
put my energy elsewhere.
The message | am trying to

pass on to all of you is that
sometimes we get so
wrapped up in titles and
perfect execution that we
forget to enjoy spending
time with our four legged
friends. It was the case for
me. They don't care if
they drop a bar on an
agility course or get 5
pointsrather than 25
points during a flyball run.
They just want to have fun
PLAYING with us. Don't
get mewrong, | love
competition and | love to
win but it shouldn’t come
at the price of FUN! The
two are not mutually
exclusive. We can have
FUN while being highly
competitive. We just need
to remind ourselves once
in a while that we don't all
have the same objectives
and that we sometimes
need to be flexible to get
more enjoyment out of our
dog sports.

| leave you onthat last
note and wish you lots of
great new experiences, lots
of SUCCESS and even
more FUN in 2006!! Let
the games begin!

Jules Comeau
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For the second year in a row, FAME members sp&atarday morning spreading some
Christmas cheer at the SPCA shelter. We played dags, took them for a walk and did
a little obedience with them. The animals reallp isgeiated the attention and the shelter
workers appreciated our donations of food, leaghésgrooming tools. FAME itself
made a contribution of an electric clipper for #tmmals in the shelter, something the
SPCA sorely needed. Thank you all!

| From left to
right: Mary
Wilt, Jules
Comeau,
Andrea
Donovan,
Cole Brown,
Daren
Brown, Darr
L, Houssen and
Nanette
Pearl, animal
~ handling
coordinator
and staff
director at
the SPCA.
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Victoria

Craig, SPCA
executive
director, is
receiving
FAME's
donation of a
clipper for the
animal shelter
from our
club’s
president,
Jules Comeau.

Remember the last newsletter?
Debbie and JP didn’t have any good
pictures of their 2 whirlwind puppies
Typhoon Edgar ( Ty ) and Hurricane
James ( Cane ). It took the talent of
our favorite photographer/animal
sitter at the Maillet farm, Viktor
Pivovarov, to immortalize the two
boys. Now, who's who? Only a
mother can tell! Debbie said Cane is
on the left and Ty is on the right.

"My dog is worried about the economy because Adpapito 99 cents a can. That's
almost $7.00 in dog money."
--Joe Weinstein
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Another busy season is upon us so get ready td plegnks Gwen for once again
compiling this list.

March 25&26 — flyball at Pawplex Aug 2&3 — Lietash flyball

April 8& 9 — CPE agility at Pawplex Aug 5&6 — Lietash flyball

April 15& 16 — CAANS agility Aug 5&6 — Master’s agility

April 22&23 — flyball FAME Aug 12&13 — FAME agility

April 29&30 — CAANS agility Aug 26&27 — Lietash agility
Regionals Aug 26&27 — Flyball Chester

May 27&28 —Master’s agility Sept 2&3 —Master’s agility

May 27&28 — Lietash flyball Sept 9&10 — CPE agility Pawplex
June 3&4 — FAME agility regionals Sept 16&17 — FAME flyball

June 10& 11 — Pawplex flyball Sept 16&17 — CAANS agility

June 10&11 — Fredericton agility Sept 23&24 — Agility Fredericton
June 17&18 — CAANS agility Sept 30/Oct 1 —Master’s agility
June 24&25 — FAME agility Sept 30/Oct 1 — Flyball Fredericton
July 1&2 —Master’s agility Oct 21&22 — CAANS agility

July 1, 2&3 — PEl flyball Nov 4&5 — Flyball Bangor

July 8&9 — CPE agility Pawplex Nov 11&12 — Flyball Pawplex

July 22&23 — FAST agility Nov 18&19 — CPE agility Pawplex
July 29&30 — Lietash agility Dec 2&3 — Oceanmark flyball (pending)

The Flyball Committee has reviewed the conditiomaf equipment. The jumps, mats and
backboards are fine but it isour recommendatian e order two new flyball boxes.

When settingteams for toumaments, we felt thidtygavas of primary importance. Dogs and
handlers must be able to playthe game realiziagribw dogs will do unexpected things when in
their first couple oftournaments. Handlers shawdtthave multiple dogs running at the same
time on ateam. People want to have fun when pipityball and that should be a focus at all
times. Most people want to be on a team that vaaer 24 seconds for points. Given all other
considerations, the committee would then look ingea team with the fastest dogs available.

Practices needto run with sufficient structure the needs of members are met. Certain dogs
have specific issues, and then there is alwayaéled to do boxwork, passing and racing drive.

Your committee members,

Cy Edmonds, Carl Dingee and Lynette Brown
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Your agility committee
has been busy this
winter! Our focus has
been mostly on
equipment improve-
ments. Thanks to
carpenter-Carl, the A-
Frame is back in action
at the barn. The tire has
been spruced up, new
fabric was bought for
the chute (a few minor
touch ups and it'll be
back in use) and 2 new
tunnels were bought. We
thought we’'d keep them
new (clean!) for the
first trial.  The rest of
the equipment is in good
shape, just needs a good
cleaning when we move
it out of the barn in a
few months. We
constantly inspect the
equipment, but please let
us know if anyone sees
anything needing
attention.

Due to busy schedules,
Darr and Shirley have
postponed the start up of
their Intermediate class
until the equipment is
moved outside. March
11 they held an
Intermediate Prep Class,
where they gave
students some
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homework to work on
before classes start later
this Spring. So practices
will continue at the barn
for the month of April
from 9-noon. We'll
move the equipment
outside when the
weather is appropriate.

We recently had a
FAME Fun-Run at the

barn. It was a great
opportunity for us to run

a full course with our

dogs with a mock judge,

scribe sheets and
times...good practice for

the upcoming trial

season. Since everyone
was keen on it, we’'ll

plan another one soon
but this time we’ll focus

on games - maybe a
Snooker and a Gamblers
run.  Stay tuned for
details!

Trial planning is under
way, check out the
FAME website for dates
and more info.

One last thing — for any
new trial-ready dogs :
premiums (applica-
tions!) for trials with
other clubs are now
available. Obviously if

you're new, you might

not be on other clubs
email lists to receive
premiums. If you're not
receiving them, please
get in touch with

someone on the agility
committee so we can get
your name out to other
clubs. Can't have
anyone missing out!
Also, if it is your first

trial season, let us know.
We don’t want anyone
getting overwhelmed by
their first trial, there are
lots of experienced
members in the club
who are open to giving
pointers and we're here
to help our newbies get
through their first trial.

Check out the FAME
website for a check list

for trials - good
information for
everyone, new and

old...no one will forget
anything from now on!

Keep having fun and
we’ll see you all at the
barn, meetings or trials!

Your committee,
Meghan Brodie, Nadine

Whiting, Shirley
Dingley & Linda Currie
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For the first time ever, F.A.M.E. offered two fibelasses this winter. The first class
started in late fall and the second is still ongoin

The club gained new members after that first aksen Trudie and Dave Adams joined
the club with Zoe, their 4 year old Bull Terriero&does full runs and is now working on
passing. She is a very sturdy little dog with lot®nthusiasm.

Two dogs from the Landry household were in the fitass. Richard had great fun with
Shadow who now does full runs and is working onspes Denise enrolled again in the
second class with her sheltie, Silver, who is n@md a lot better.

Darr Houssen started the class with a Jack Russakl but, due to unpredictable
circumstances, Jake is now on a farm, happily ogasis instead of tennis balls. So Darr
enrolled Sparx, her new boy, in class and he stelotof potential for great speed.
Sparx was a foster dog that Darr decided to keep.

The group enrolled in the second class is doinkyreeell and we expect a few new
members to join the club at the end of class.

From left to right: Denise Landry and Silver, Righd.andry and Shadow, Darr Houssen
and Sparx and Trudie Adams and Zoe.
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Congratulations to Anne Paradis and Hughes Bemoite birth of their beautiful baby
girl Maude Elorie Benoit. She was born Septembeat18:30 pm and she weighted 7,5
Ibs. She is a healthy little girl who really likksr pal Goyave as you can see in these
pictures.

[1] ! #

A web site is only as good as its content. Our wasier, Nadine Whiting, has created a
few special sections that need your input. In fPledto” section, you are invited to
contribute a few pictures of your dog and writea fparagraphs about your pooch. It’s
time to brag a little so others can discover howeasful all our dogs are. There is also a
special section “In Memory” for our beloved dogsitleft us but will never be forgotten.

Be sure to check the “Event” section where we addiglv lists to make your season a
bit more organized. You will find lists of what y@an bring to flyball tournament or
agility trial so you will never forget somethingeag,.

Visit our site and make sure to tell others abtautnivw.famemoncton.ca

"l wonder what goes through his mind when he seespeeing in his water bowl."
--Penny Ward Moser

"Scratch a dog and you'll find a permanent job."
--Franklin P. Jones
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As usual, everyone had a good time at our annu#y eest december. Great food, great
friends: can’'t ask for better than that! Thanksrgadaebbie and JP, for hosting us at the
daycare.

"Cat's Motto: No matter what you've done wrong,afe/try to make it
look like the dog did it."
--Unknown
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By Mireille LeBlanc

My first dog was Zorro, a Border Collie mix thagidt as a puppy from the Moncton
SPCA. Zorro loved everyone and every dog he metdld walk him around the
neighborhood and he would cry to go visit humargdogs alike. He was very sweet
and obedient, but he also had his little devil skdle specialized in trash can raid and he
considered used tissues a delicacy.

At that time, Jules and | were not living together

Zorro was mostly my dog. | was livingin an apanne

near the Moncton Museum with my brother Pierre. It

was during walks in the neighborhood and along the

Petitcodiac River that Zorro met this nice red

Doberman female. Hunter and Zorro became best

buddies while Krista Petersen and | became good

friends. We were fellow journalists who passed time

during interminable town council meetings by tatkin

about dogs. Krista told me about that agility thsig

was doing with Hunter and | was intrigued. | was

tempted to try it with Zorro, but | didn’'t dare. ¥®ee,

Zorro had his first seizure when he was only 6 ment

old and his grand mal seizures were getting waordt a

worst even with medication. We had 3 wonderful gear

with Zorro before his epilepsy got so out of cohthat

he didn’t have any quality of life despite all aiforts. He left us in the spring of 2000
and he is now resting on my parent’s land wheresJaihd | hope to one day build our
dream home.

Jules and | knew we wanted another Border Colltekarista invited me to go to an
agility practice with her so | could meet some FAM&ople who could maybe help us
find one. | left my name with a couple of peoplattBaturday morning, not thinking |
would get a phone call from Annette Duguay two veeleker. The farmer who had bred
Fax had called: a family from Shediac Bridge hadpdadd one of his red female BC a
week earlier but with 3 young kids, the mother didhave time for the puppy. Did
Annette know someone who was looking for a dogPh&ts how M oka came into our
lives. We “only” went to check her out that nightit we also brought some money and a
new camera (like you can go “see” a puppy and leavehere!) | can still see her in
Jules’s arm and the smile on his face when shedidkm for the first time. As you
know, licking her friend’s faces is one of M oka&/brite past-time!
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We brought her to obedience classes with
Sheryl Deacon and did all the socialization
that we could think off. She was like a little
sponge and absorbed all the learning that she
could. But around 6 months, our puppy who
didn’t mind strangers started to guard our
camp site where we were staying at Fundy
National Park. She started to growl at other
hikers on the trail. By the time we realized
Moka had developed a problem, winter was
upon us and it was hard to find occasions to
socialize her. We spent all of next spring and
summer attending all the outdoor events we
could think of to expose her to many
strangers and strange situations. Despite all
our efforts, Moka will never be at ease with
strangers, but she is at a level that we can liitlke.We just watch her around strangers
and we don’t put her in situations where she feetaered. Flyball really helped her too.
We did a bit of agility with her but it is flybalhat she loves. She loves to run and will
impatiently herd Jules when he is too slow to hee up. She enthusiastically barked her
way to her FM Ch and she may obtain her ONYX tharyAléa also).

One day, | got an email from Krista, forwarding a

message from Dulcie Knee who was fostering a

young red BC who was related to Moka. | was

trying to work that day but | kept going back tath

picture (the one on the right). That dog was tde cu

with her spiky wet fur! So, | emailed Dulcie,

innocently asking her about her foster dog. Dulcie

replied right away, inviting us to go see her dittl

foster girl. We went that evening and she fell gzle

on my feet after romping in a field with Moka. life

in love with that poor bag of bones sleeping on my

feet. We named her “Aléa” which means

“unexpected event” as we didn’t plan to have a

second dog right away. Aléa was a bit shy and

didn’t have a lot of confidence, but she overcame

that quite fast. For her, everything is a wonderful

event (Yay! Going for a drive! Yay! Going outside!

Yay! Chasing M oka around the couch!) and she daeaké anything for granted. Life is
a grand adventure and she will enjoy every secoiitdat a BC warp speed of course!
She loves nothing more than her squeaky toys.a@meg balls and a good game of tug at
flyball. She’s such a happy girl and she bringstjoyur lives every day.

Tag Krista Petersen! You're it!
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Congratulations to Con, Annette
Duguay’s Border Collie who
collected 14 Qs in his first four
trials last summer. He obtained
his starter’s title and he is very
close to his advanced.

Also, the first flyball tournament

of the season was held March 25

and 26 at the Pawplexin

Dartmouth. Four dogs went

down the lane to obtain their Flyball Dog Champ$itver (1 000 points): Kew with Carl
Dingee, Ryde With Gwen Dingee and Shelbi with DHousen. Also, Blaise with
Andrea Donovan obtained their Flyball Dog Champ@woid (2 500 points).

Don'’t forget to note all your titles and pleasé tel
your newsletter editor, Mireille LeBlanc at 855-
6167 or by email almimi2@nbnet.nb.ca
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Adams, Trudie & Dave
111 Hilton Drive
Moncton, E1G 1P2
maritime midways@ns.
sympatico.ca

Allain, Dan & France
107 rue du Golf, Dieppe,
NB, E1A 8K9, 384-
3886
fallain@nb.sympatico.ca

Brodie, Meghan

545 Ammon Rd,
Ammon, NB, E1G 3N3
389-2973
brodie.meghan@midlan
dtransport.com

Brown, Darin &

Lynette

8 Pleasant St, Lutes Mt,
NB, E1G 2S6, 383-6845
dlbrown@nbnet.nb.ca

Butler, Wendy

RR #5, Amherst, NS
B4H 3Y3, 902-667-
1616
wolfwind@eastlink.ca

Clarke, Barbara

95 Ogden Mill Rd,
Sackville, NB, E4L 3J1
536-2023
bclarke60@hotmail.com

Currie, Linda

403 Ammon Rd,
Ammon, NB, E1G 3N5
383-9855
curriel@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Dingee, Carl & Gwen
3674 rt 126, Indian Mt,
NB, E1G 2Y8
852-9416
dingeeg@nbnet.nb.ca

Dingley, Shirley

166 Old Coach Rd,
Riverview, NB, E1B
1N8, 386-6081
shirleyd@rogers.com

Donovan, Andrea

6 Birchwood Cres., New
Maryland, NB, E3C 1C9
506-455-2436
donovanab@yahoo.ca

Duguay, Annette &
Frank

41 au-petit-pre, Shediac
River, NB, E4R 1A8
532-8735
coaster@nbnet.nb.ca

Edmonds, Pat, Cy &

Jen

119 Summerhill Dr,
Moncon, NB, E1C 9J4
384-0113
cedmonds@nb.sympatic
o.ca

Gallon, Marlene

1364 Gorge Rd,
Moncton, NB, E1G 3E1
858-9991

mdgallon@ aol.com

Girouard, Natasha

230 Cove Rd, Notre-
Dame, NB, E4V 1Y2
860-6979, natasha.girou
ard@rci.rogers.com

Houssen, Darr

863 Indian Mtn Rd,
Indian Mtn, NB, E1G
3M9, 853-8999
darr@houssen.com

Landry, Richard &
Denise

90 rue Mathilde,
Dieppe, NB, E1A 7V2
854-0902
drvent@nb.aibn.com

LeBlanc, Mireille &
Comeau, Jules

37 Braemar Dr,
Moncton, NB, E1A 3S7
855-6167
mimi2@nbnet.nb.ca

Levesque, Trish

3321 Marc St, Tracadie-
Sheila, NB, E1X 1A4
393-0183
trishi@nbnet.nb.ca

Ling, Mike & Sheryl
Deacon

338 Scott Rd, Salisbury,
NB, E4S 3K6

372-9988
icewind@nbnet.nb.ca
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Maclnnes, Heather

256 Scotch Settlement
rd, Irishtown, NB, E1H
1R1, 386-2068
heather_macinnes@yah
00.com

Maillet, Debbie & JP
2440 route 132, Greater
Lakeburn, NB, E1H 175
856-7193

pawsandplay @auracom.

com

Mitton, Heather
111 Mitton Rd,
Riverview, NB, E1B
5A8, 387-7564
mittonbi@nbnet.nb.ca

Paradis, Anne

651 Ch. LeBlanc,
Dieppe, NB, E1A 7N6
857-9417
anne.paradis@gmail
com

Petersen, Krista

141 Portledge Ave
Moncon, E1C 558
854-6452
kpdufferin@yahoo.com

Poirier, Ron & Jeanne
1 Chickadee, Moncton,
NB, E1H 2V3
853-7841
lolli@nb.sympatico.ca
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Price, Wendy

376 Route 940, Upper
Sackville, NB, E4L 1S6
536-2173
lautenschlager@ eastlink
.ca

Reynolds, Cathy &
Ken 10 McConachie Dr
Caledon, Ontario

L7K 0B9

Robinson, Skip & Jan
315 East Side Rd,
Machiasport, Maine,
USA, 04655
chasseur@earthlink.net

Smith, Jennifer

1826 Melanson, Dieppe,
NB, E1H 2C3, 384-7830
jstw@nbnet.nb.ca

L
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Stokes Jones, Tanya
220 McClelan,
Riverview, E1B 1X4
863-1802
tstokes@nb.sympatico.
ca

Thompson, Janice
RR#4, 705 Harmony
Heights, Amherst, NS,
B4H 3Y2

902-667-9473
thompsonsmt@eastlink.
ca

Whiting, Nadine

3161 Mountain Rd,
Moncton, Nb, E1G 2X1
863-9109
nadine.whiting@moncto
n.ca

Wilbur, Chris & Sam
106 Neville St,
Moncton, NB, E1A 5J7
853-7703

Wilt, Mary

2A River East Dr,
Riverview, NB, E1B
4Y3

386-0000
marywilt@hotmail.com

"Dogs feel very strongly
that they should always
go with you in the car,
in case the need should
arise for them to bark
violently at nothing
right in your ear."
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