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It is snowing outside, 
winter is finally upon us  
and another great year 
with our dogs has come 
to an end.   
   This past year has 
been an especially busy 
one.  FAME hosted four 
agility trials, one of 
which was the AAC 
Regionals for New 
Brunswick and PEI.  
The Agility Committee 
worked very, very hard 
to make these trials a 
success.  The trials were 
well run, well attended 
and very popular.  I 
heard a competitor say 
that they would never 
miss a FAME trial.   I’d 
like to say “Thank You” 
to the Agility 
Committee and/or Trial 
Chairs, Darr, Annette, 
Shirley, Lisa, Heather 
and Carl, for making 
2009 a great year for 
agility. 
   The flyball teams were 
very busy this year as 
well. For most of the 
tournaments there were 
three teams competing 
but we had four teams at 
FAME tournaments.  

We had two different 
venues this year.  We 
hosted our usual April 
tournament in Sackville 
but we moved to Cap-
Pele for the September 
racing.  The Cap-Pele 
tournament was a huge 
hit with the FAME 
members, other teams 
from our Region and the 
local businesses as well.   
   Two of our flyball 
dogs achieved huge 
milestones this year.  
Darby and Niska are the 
Number One in their 
breed in North America.  
Darby is the first Irish 
Setter to reach 40,000 
points.  Niska is the first 
American Eskimo to 
reach 30,000 points.  
What a great 
accomplishment!  All of 
the flyball dogs had a 
good year and the 
owners had a lot of fun.  
“Thank You” to Jules 
(and Mireille) for 
Chairing the Flyball 
tournaments and to 
Lynette, Carl and Cy for 
chairing the Flyball 
Committee.  

   I am very proud to be 
a FAME member.  Our 
club has a great 
reputation and it’s well 
deserved.  We are not a 
big club but we are huge 
on friendliness, 
helpfulness, good 
sportsmanship and hard 
work.  So many of our 
members volunteered 
their time and efforts 
into making our agility 
trials and flyball 
tournaments successful.  
I want the thank 
EVERYONE for your 
dedication to our club.   
   The next few weeks 
will be spent reflecting 
on the past year, our 
accomplishments and 
our new goals.  Soon, 
we will be back to 
training and spending 
time with our friends, 
two legged and four, on 
the agility field or the 
racing lanes.  
I hope that 2010 lives up 
to your hopes, dreams 
and expectations. 
 
Sheryl Deacon,   FAME 
President 
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   This past year, we hosted two tournaments.  The fall tournament was held at a new 
location, Cap Pele.  The committee would like to express appreciation to Jules for being 
the Tournament Chairperson for each tournament.  Club members were very good to step 
up and take on various roles to make these tournaments successful.  We need to keep in 
mind that being the chair is a coordination role and not a do everything role so keep up 
the good work everyone! 
 
   As a Club, we were represented at every Region 10 tournament with two to four teams.  
As well, teams attended several Region 13 tournaments. 
 
   We had two teams that stayed together for most of the season.  Our fast team, 
consisting usually of Zedd, Tchino, Kew and Swiper set a new club record  and won a 
tournament.  Our multi team was usually comprised of Darby, Blaise, Emmalee and 
Niska.  This team enjoyed great success and was able to move Niska and Darby into 1st 
place in their respective breed standings. 
 
   Several of our good Flyball friends crossed the Rainbow bridge during the season.  
Taking an idea from FnF, we will be recognizing our lost friends once a year at our own 
tournament by running one heat with a missing anchor dog.  We also had two members 
formally retire from racing this year.  All in all, very emotional times! 
 
   This winter, there are two classes being run.  Charlotte is teaching a puppy group with 6 
dogs on Monday nights and Jules is running a regular class with 8 dogs on Friday night. 
 
   Some of our mats were cut at our facility by persons unknown, so we continued the job 
and made the mat arrangement somewhat permanent and we will be purchasing 5 mats so 
we have a separate tournament set. 
 
   The challenge this year has been to set teams so that everyone’s personal goals can be 
met, adjusting teams for dogs with particular requirements, having everyone play and 
having teams with sufficient depth to play successfully.  We hope that everyone had a 
successful and FUN season! 
 
The Flyball Committee 
 
Lynette, Carl and Cy   
 
 
   
 
 



F.A.M.E. Newsletter                        Winter 2010                www.famemoncton.ca      3 

�
�����������������	�
�����������������	�
�����������������	�
�����������������	� ���
 
   The agility committee held a meeting 
last September to discuss the plans for 
the upcoming practice season, next 
year’s trials and other possible events in 
the new year. In brief, here are the 
results of lots of discussion, decision 
making and planning. 
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   Heather has requested that if she 
continues to be the trial secretary for all 
three of FAME’s trials next year....that 
she would only be responsible for 
accepting and processing the entries, 
preparing the catalogue, preparing the 
running orders, and following up with 
the after trial responsibilities.  She has 
specifically requested that she be able to 
forward the running order to someone 
else for enlarging the print, dividing the 
reg. from specials and vets and adding 
the extra notes to make the transitions 
easier for the ring crew, gate keeper and 
judge. 
   Other duties will be assigned out to 
various FAME members so that the 
workload is distributed more evenly. 
This would include: volunteer schedules, 
ribbons, prizes, reserving judges, scribe 
sheets, scoring, trial supplies, running 
order details. 
Darr has booked the judges and will be 
doing the volunteer schedules, Sheryl 
will be handling and ordering the 
ribbons, Lisa is still on board for 
scoring.  All other jobs listed above will 
be assigned to the trial chairs and they 
will in turn request help from the 
membership where necessary. 
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FAME’s trial dates and judges for 2010 
are as follows: 
- May 29/30 Cecilia Hersey 
- June 19/20 Gayle Avery 
- Aug. 21/22 BillyJo McLean 
Each trial’s running order will be the 
same: Saturday- gamblers, standard, 
snooker, steeplechase and Sunday- 
gamblers, standard, jumpers 
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Agility winter practices in the barn are 
Tuesday nights from 6:30 pm to 8:30 
pm. The Saturday practices will be 
held from 1 pm to 4 pm until 
approximately Feb. 6th when an 
advanced class will be offered from 1 
pm to 2:30 pm. The class will then be 
followed by the practise from 2:30 pm to 
4 pm. Stay tuned for details. 
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   The committee will be putting together 
a one day gambler’s seminar with a 
guest instructor.  Details are in the works 
but not finalized yet. 
Basic classes will be starting near the 
end of February.  Shirley and Darr have 
a waiting list. 
   Annette will be offering some agility 
clinic options again this year but they 
will be on a different day than the 
regular FAME practice times.  There is 
an information page available. 
   We are planning a Fun Match, 
tentative date Sunday Feb 28th. 
Confirmation, time and content will go 
out by email. 
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   We will be changing our judge’s gifts 
this year to the bone shaped pillows that 
Linda Currie sells. As many of our 
judges are repeat assignments, they have 
our previous judge’s gift item. 
   A Gas card will be the top prize for our 
volunteer jobs again next season.  One 
will be drawn for each trial. 
   The recipients of the Bronze, Silver 
and Gold awards of merit prize will be a 
crate plaque as we still have a few left in 
stock.  Once they are used up, a decision 
will be made whether to reorder more 
plaques or switch to another award style 
such as extra large rosettes?  Input on 
this subject from the agility competitor’s 
would be appreciated. 
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   Cindy Picard has been working on 
upgrading and updating the website. 
Please send her your past dog’s 
memorials, and new additions, pictures, 
descriptions, etc. to make her job easier.   

If we don’t give her the info, she can’t 
update the website. 
   Carl will be handling the upgrades of 
the weave poles with Jerry Hamilton 
(over the winter). It was suggested that 
any FAME members that want to 
upgrade their own sets could do them all 
at the same time. Contact Carl if you are 
interested. 
   Also, as a result of Shirley and Darr’s 
intermediate class, a few more students 
have signed up to become FAME 
members. 
   The go ahead was given for Heather to 
order two new automatic whistles on 
FAME’s behalf. 
   The E-timer situation was advised to 
hold off until the 2011 nationals as the 
supplier will be coming here anyway 
with 6 timers. He would probably be 
willing to bargain off one of them at 
least so we’ll save our money and buy it 
duty and freight free at that time. 
 
The agility committee, 
 
Annette, Darr, Shirley and Heather 
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Please note that the F.A.M.E membership list will no longer be published in the 
newsletter for privacy reasons as the newsletter is available on our web site. Members 
who wish to obtain the most recent list can contact the club secretary, Janice Cormier. 
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By Janice Cormier 
  

   I was tagged by Robin Ann and, as I 
sit at the computer, I am not sure where 
to begin. We feel like you at FAME are 
old friends because of the great 
friendships that we have developed. In 
reality, it has just been a very short time. 
   We got our first dog several years ago 
and like many people with their first 
dog, you do what you can. Looking back 
I now think of what a great 
agility/flyball dog our Shayane, a 
Sheppard/lab mix and not sure what else, 
would have been. (Now I’ll bet you are 
saying “aaahhhh that is where the e-mail 
address comes from...... ).  We did an 
obedience class with her and were the 
worst in the class, but despite that we 
were most improved. (That was 20 years 
ago and it occurred to us about a year 
ago that our Sheryl was teaching 
it!!....good job Sheryl Deacon!). Had we 
known how to channel her drive and 
energy we would have had a blast with 

her at FAME. Once Shayane left us at 
age 10, we said no more......!  
   Fast forward to 4 years after Shayane’s 
passing, a car accident for Ghislaine and 
some extremely difficult times health 
wise; we made a decision to start 
thinking about maybe looking into 
getting another dog. It would be a 
companion for Ghislaine who was now 
going to be staying at home much more. 
For those of you who know us, you 
know we would not be rushing into this. 
We did a lot of researching as to what 
breed would be the best match for us, 
whether or not this would be the right 
thing to do for us, or the dog, and 
weather the timing was right ....as times 
were not so great. After a year of 
deliberating, we decided on a schnoodle. 
I never wanted a small dog because as I 
had so many times in the past said, 
“They are not real dogs!” For me, a “real 
dog” was a “dog”, and not one of those 
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 “lap things”.  A real dog runs, plays 
Frisbee, jumps, catches a ball, retrieves, 
and goes for long walks in the woods 
and all that fun stuff. But the decision 
was to have a companion for Ghislaine. 
So a year later, we trotted off to a 
breeder in Riverview and got Misha.����
   Now we needed to go to 
obedience/puppy class with our new 
addition.  Somehow, Misha was to be a 
sort of therapy dog for Ghislaine.  We 
had not realized but Ghislaine was not 
yet strong enough to work/train her. 
Therefore I ended up going to classes 
with our puppy. Ghislaine did the 
homework and made me look good in 
class the following week!  I quickly got 
quite intrigued with Misha and, I guess, 
hooked on the classes. We took a few 
different levels and then that was it. I 
had picked up on the fact that Misha had 
potential and that she was like a little 
sponge and learned very quickly. We 
decided Misha needed more, but what?! 
All we knew was obedience and 
showing....but not for a mix! Now what! 
It looked like there would not be 
anything else for us to do, but to play 
and take walks with our little dog.  
   One day, my neighbor started telling 
us about this flyball class that he was 
taking. It sounded very interesting to us. 
I started looking into flyball and a club 
called FAME.  I wanted to give this 
sport a try because it would be 
something Ghislaine could do with 
Misha. I also came across something 
called agility, however flyball was what 
I was focused on because Misha was 
“ball crazy”. We would have to wait 
another year for the class to be offered. 
We decided that while we were waiting 
for a class to be offered we would try 

beginner agility since it was being 
offered in the winter of 2007 with Darr 
and Shirley.  Ghislaine would find it to 
be too overwhelming and hence I took 
Misha and we attended class. I was 
hooked after the very first hour of the 
class! We finished our second beginner 
class in September 2007 as no 
intermediate class was held that summer. 
Then we continued on with flyball and 
finished our first class with Mike and 
Sheryl in March of 2008. 
   I guess the rest is history. We trialed in 
the summer of 2008. We had never seen 
a trial, not even on TV,.... if you can 
believe that. We got there and wondered 
why all these tents were erected...... we 
guessed all these people were camping 
in the rain, in a field, in the middle of 
nowhere. I remember Heather asking us 
if we had a tent to which I replied “Oh 
no, we just live in town and we’ll go 
home for the night and return in the 
morning” To which she politely replied, 
“I meant for your dog.” I didn’t know 
what to think of that.... We returned on 
Saturday morning to cold and pouring 
rain. Heather, Keith and Sully graciously 
shared their tent with us newbees.  
Thank you Heather! We continued 
instructions with Annette, Julie and 
Justine and just finished another fun 
filled season of trialing.....this time with 
a tent! 
   Our biggest triumph was in September 
of 2008, Misha and Ghislaine debut their 
flyball career in Sackville and obtained 
their Flyball Dog title! Now they are off 
to the races and have put in a full and 
successful season of racing in 2009! 
   From the first day of meeting our little 
dog at two weeks of age, we have never 
looked back. She has been so much more  
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than we could ever have hoped. She runs 
her heart out on the agility field and in 
the flyball lane.  She is a great therapy 
dog as much for me as for Ghislaine, and 
yes, she is even a “real dog”. She runs, 
plays Frisbee, jumps, catches balls, 
retrieves and goes for long walks in the 
woods and parks with her companions. 
We truly feel blessed for Misha and all 
the FAME family. You have done so 
much more for us than you can imagine. 

We truly are grateful for all of you, even 
though, we sometimes have a weird way 
of showing it.....right Kathy?  
Thank you to ALL from the bottom of 
our hearts! 
 
Janice & Ghislaine 
 
Tag Denise Stables, you’re it!
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Dear FAME members: 
 
I am writing this letter to keep you up-to-date on our year. Since our handler Kathy is 
incapacitated with the Retirement Blues (sometimes called Shit Happens), SCUBA and I 
(Emmalee) have to submit our own news. I’d like to brag about my year in agility but 
what with my paw surgery occurring late in July and Kathy’s crotch ‘industry’ going out 
of business in February, I must admit my agility season was limited to 4 trials, one being 
the regionals. Although SCUBA and I were privileged by riding around in a new motor 
home with air conditioning but refused access to the indoor toilet, we still managed to 
make the best of a dismal season. I ran 
clean several times but my handler 
hobbled, and in many cases failed, to make 
it to the finish line in time. That’s all right. 
Many industries have gone belly-up this 
past year, and obviously the ‘crotch’ 
industry was one of them. So if FAME 
offers a bailout, perhaps next year will be 
a better year for all the Berry’s. SCUBA 
started a training program in foundations 
for agility and flyball but without his 
chauffeur to drive him to the Dieppe 
market, he only made it to practice a few 
times. Thank heavens, however, for 
Annette D.. To shut Kathy up and provide 
opportunity for SCUBA to get started, she 
willingly took time to taxi us to practice.  
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I’m proud of my brother; he already is showing signs of ability and interest in the 
exciting sport of flyball. Then again, he started foundations training with a crate of which 
I had no opportunity to take advantage.   
With a limited participation in agility, I turned to flyball as a way to keep my sanity. I 
was able to run on the newly formed multi team with Darby, Blaise and Niska. It was 
exciting but traumatic. Now I am doing drugs (glucosomine) and seeing a dog shrink. 
Why you ask? Run clean, run clean, run clean echoes in my head day and night. Did it 
mean - take a bath you smell? Or wipe your bum - you’ve got brown things hanging 
under your tail?  Nope. Neither. It means watch out for Lynette. If you don’t ‘run clean’ 
she takes you out in the pasture to do 3,000 tail wags - not me my handler! But it worked, 
at flyball anyway. Niska number #1 American Eskimo, Blaise #4 Flat coated retriever, 
Darby #1 Irish setter and me #3 PWD in NAFA of our respective breeds. FAME should 
be proud of this accomplishment and for making it possible. Maybe Jules will send the 
pic to NAFA - hint hint. During the past September I lost my grandmother but she was 13 
(in dog years). SCUBA. Kathy and I would like to thank FAME for the thoughts, emails, 
cards, turkey soup and other generous kindnesses during that time. It was a happy death. 
Although she didn’t do flyball, she did do agility every day of her life raising 4 children 
(one of whom is Kathy so you know what I mean). She accumulated a plethora of awards 
and points over those years and is #1 Mom, maybe not in NAFA but in the Berry family.  
I wish I had more news but until the crotch industry gets a bailout, a new model or some 
action again (and I move to # 200 - right Carl? - by the by how many times does 18 go 
into 66?) and until the Montreal Canadians lend Kathy some shoulder pads, you’ll have 
to wait until spring 2010 newsletter. Watch out SCUBA is a’ comin’, there’s dancin’ 
tonight! 
 
With Love to 
FAME, 
 
Emmalee 
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F.A.M.E members were invited to submit a write-up for their new dogs and new club 
members were also invited to submit something on them and their dog. Here is what we 
received! 
 
Denise and Richard Landry have added two female shelties to their crew. Star and 
Stoni joined their family in February 2009. Shadow's mother is the puppies’ grand-
mother. Denise wrote: “Even though Stoni is smaller in stature than the other puppies in 
the family, her self confidence gives her a big edge on the other puppies. She is very 
playful and loves to cuddle.  Star is the angel with her horns well hidden.  She gives the 
impression that she is very meek and shy, but be careful, she is only using this to her 
advantage.  She is very dominant. Both girls love to play all day long and eat my 
Christmas decorations.   They are getting along with all the other dogs especially with 
Shadow.  They tug on anything at all with him.” Stoni and Star are presently enrolled in 
F.A.M.E’s flyball puppy class. Stoni is shown in the picture on the left with Stéphanie, 
while Star is shown in the picture on the right with Nathalie. 
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New member Nadia Miller  submitted the following on her girl Brandie: “Brandie is a 2 
year and 11 month old Border Collie... I got her when she was 9 months. I had gone back 
home for a visit and went to visit a farmer friend and saw this beautiful girl tied outside, 
so skinny, no one ever played with her, I knew she was a Border Collie but I have to 
admit that I knew nothing about the breed – she was just so excited when I went to see 
her. I fell in love with her right away and wanted to get her. At that point we were living 
with our in-laws because our house was being built so I told my friend that I wanted his 
dog and once my house was built I would be back to get her. At first he wasn’t sure, but I 
wasn’t going to take no for an answer. So on September 20 was the closing of our house 
(which was on a Friday) and Saturday morning we left to go back home so I could get my 
dog, since she was 9 months I kept the name they had given her �  
We had quite the journey – fun for most part to go through with her.  She had to learn 
some manners and being house trained... She learned those quite quickly and became an 
amazing little girl. Even with all that, she still had energy to spare. I had to do something, 
so I went and got a book about BC’s and in them it mentioned Flyball & Agility.  So I 
quickly surfed the Internet to try and find some more information about this and voila, I 
found FAME !!!  
Brandie and I took the Flyball class in November 2008 with Jules, Mireille & Charlotte 
and loved every minute of it and now just like so many of you – I AM ADDICTED !!!  
Brandie and I had quite the fun summer this year as I wasn’t working and got to start 
doing agility too. Charlotte is a great teacher and has become a great friend, just like so 
many of you.  So this summer was a busy one for Brandie and I.  Unfortunately, one 
morning Brandie woke up limping (walking on 3 legs) so I took her to the vet. Next 
morning everything seemed great, but I still gave her a little break. After a couple of 
weeks we started to do our sports again. Everything was great and then once again a 
morning she woke up limping. So to the vet we went – again. This time I wanted 
answers. So we had some x-rays done to start with. After getting the results I was told 
that Brandie has a bad confirmation, her legs are too straight causing her to pound when 
walking which is putting too much pressure in her joints.  Or it might even been a 
ligament about to tear off. I was told 
that Flyball and Agility weren’t going 
to help and aren’t totally a great idea 
altogether. If I had to do them I should 
in moderation... and so from then on, 
Brandie and I have been taking it easy 
for quite a few weeks and JUST started 
gradually and slowly going back to 
Flyball. We sure missed the people and 
Brandie was really excited to be back! 
So one day at a time and one day, even 
if only once, I hope to see her compete 
in a lane with a team. 
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Darr Houssen had added two more dogs to her pack, Jack and Trevor. Jack is a 4 or 5 
year old (about 10 inches tall) Jack Russel Terrier He was rescued in September 09.  She 
is working him in obedience and control.....and hope he will excel in Flyball or agility. 
Shaping games are going well at this time. Trevor is a JRT / terrier mix, 2 years old.  He 
was rescued in September 09. He loves everyone, loves to play and have a good time.  
Darr is working with him on shaping games and he loves everything she throws at him.  
Either game will work for him. 
 
Pat and Cy Edmonds had a busy year with two new additions to their family. Here is 
what Pat wrote about their boys: « Taz, a Hungarian Mudi, came to us in March from a 
farm in Hungary.  He is our second herding dog and I wonder why it took us so long to 
get another one (the first was a Belgian Tervuren who didn't mix with an 18 month old). 
Taz is a typical herding dog- with an off switch. He loves the water, wrestling with Darby 
and playing chase, chuck it and tug. He has been to basic obedience, and puppy flyball 
class. We hope to start agility in the spring. 
 
Wager was a surprise delivery! We had Taz a month when Riser's breeder called us with 
this wonderful boy buff cocker puppy for us. We dug deep into our pockets and Wager 
arrived in May. Wager is in training for 
a confirmation title and has 5 /10 points 
needed. He is in puppy flyball classes 
and is easily shaped because of his love 
for food. He will continue conformation 
and start obedience in January and 
continue with puppy flyball. His favorite 
thing to do is wrestle with Taz, watch 
the birds, and figure out what to do to 
get that treat. He loves to curl up on Cy's 
lap at night. 
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Another year, another impressive list of accomplishments. Congratulations to all human-
dog team from F.A.M.E. who reached new milestones! 
 
Gisele Nowlan’s girls, Indy and Lyra , did very well this year.  In July in Fredericton 
they both got their Rally Novice titles. In October at the Moncton CKC Agility trial, Indy 
(the tri Papillon) got her Agility Novice Jumpers.  Also in October, at Dulcie's last trial, 
Indy got 3 Q's in Starters Standard, all under the same judge, and she was the Top Starter 
Dog both days. Gisele’s special girl, Teka (black/white) turned 15 yrs old on Sept. 14. 
 
On another note, Indy is now a 
grandmother. Her son sired a litter of 
5 pups October. 15. If you want to 
see Indy’s grandbabies and her son 
Dexter, check out 
www.mawenpawspapillons.com.  
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Nathalie LeBlanc (and Kevin 
Arsenault) wrote the following about 
their two Border Collies: “Since trying 
several techniques, changing handlers, 
using hockey balls, not running into 
Remi, losing 4 pounds and putting 
Kevin at the box, Stewey's confidence 
has improved tremendously. His 
running this year had been very good. 
He did manage to get his Flyball 
Master.  He did so well with his team 
that he is just 1506 points from 
achieving 10 000 points.  Hopefully, 
he will be able to obtain the title at our 
first F.A.M.E. tournament next year.  I 
have to say that Sheryl our team 
captain did a great job with our team.   
  
We are also proud of your skinny little brown border collie Brooklyn .  She has been 
training very hard for the past 2 years and watching very patiently in her pen, while her 
big brother raced, wondering every time we opened the door if it was her turn.  Well, it 
finally happened at the F.A.M.E. tournament in Cap Pele, she got her turn. Thanks to the 
fast team who gave her a warm-up spot on Saturday and Sunday and to the team captain 
Andrea for giving me the chance to 
run Brooklyn on the lane before 
Kevin takes her over.  Brook did 
manage to get her first title at the 
tournament flyball dog, which made 
me really happy.” 
 
Jules Comeau and Mireille 
LeBlanc’s boy Tchino, ran very 
consistently all season and achieved 
his FMX (10,000 points) in May 
2009 and then his FMCH (15,000 
points) at the last tournament of the 
year in Charlottetown. He ran on 
Four Trax all year and helped 
F.AM.E. achieve a new club record 
of 17.32 seconds. Tchino’s best 
personal time was 3.91 seconds. 
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Janice Cormier and Ghislaine Savoie wrote this about their girl: Misha had a very busy 
flyball and agility season. She participated in five flyball tournaments and six agility 
trials. In flyball, she received her FDX, FDCh, FDCh-S, and her FDCh-G titles. In 
agility, she obtained her AADC and all her advanced games with the exception of one. 
She was also able to sneak in several other master's Q's. Janice and Ghislaine were so 
very proud of her when she won top advanced dog in three of her agility trials. 

 
�
In the Young sheltie gang, the dynamic duo (or 
terrible twosome, depending on the day), Fanny and 
Logan, enjoyed a pretty good agility year. Both 
qualified for, and competed at, the AAC National 
Championships in Ottawa, and Fanny earned her 
Advanced Agility Dog of Canada, Advanced Games 
Dog of Canada and Masters Jumpers Dog of Canada 
titles. Logan earned his two CKC Intermediate titles 
(Regular and Jumpers with Weaves), as well as his 
Masters Snooker Dog of Canada and Masters Agility 
Dog of Canada titles… But more importantly, at the 
last trial of the year (CAANS’s October trial), Logan 
Q’d an advanced jumpers run. It was the first AAC 
jumpers run that Logan ran clean since earning his 
starters jumpers Q in August 2005 in Williamstown, 
Ontario where, incidentally, Darr was the judge. 
Having the first clean jumpers run in four years may 
not sound like something to “brag” about to some, but 
it was definitely cause for celebration for Robin-Ann!  
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Congratulations to Andrea Donovan and 
Blaise who has retired from flyball after 
finishing his 6th season of racing. Blaise 
has earned his ONYX award and is 
currently the #4 Flat Coated Retriever in 
NAFA. This past year he helped his fellow 
Multibreed teammates all reach their goals. 
Blaise retired at the top of his game and 
will be remembered for being a solid 
teammate. 
  
Congratulations to Andrea’s other boy, 
Zeddicus, who earned his Flyball Master 
title and posted a new personal best time of 
3.86 seconds! 
 
Now, let’s move on to Darr Houssen and 
her pack of dogs who compete in both 
agility and flyball. In agility, Buddy, now 
11 ½ years old, got his “SILVER”, meaning 
75 master “Q”s in total (plus a few spares) 

and his “Expert Bronze Snooker”  title. Little Buddy also received his “Versatility Bronze 
“ Award, his “Expert 
Standard Bronze” title 
and his “Expert Jumpers 
Bronze” title. 
 
Shelbi, now 8 ½ years 
old, got her “MAD” or 
(masters standard title) 
and her Master Snooker 
Title 
 
Todo, now 6 ½ years 
old, got his “MAD” or 
(master standard title) 
and Masters Snooker 
title. 

 
CK-ERZ , now 5 years old, got her “Advanced Games title”, plus a few masters games.   
 
Now, in flyball, Shelbi received her FMX (flyball masters excellent title or 10,000 
points). 
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Rev had two very successful warm-up tournaments and green dog racing. Darr said she 
should have called him “Mischief”! 
 
Willis  had one very successful warm-up tournament and green dog racing. He’s a thrill to 
handle and he makes Darr laugh. 
 
Sparx managed to achieve his FD and FDX but, despite much coaching and 
experimenting, he has decided to “stop” playing, probably because of his “hound” 
sensitivity and a near collision that he had with a volunteer who stepped into his lane to 
pick up a stray ball. He is well physically but he has gone into a private home where he 
will be the king of the house and the only dog.  It is the best alternative for him.   
 
Darr also sends out an update on her dogs in training that you might know: 
 
Whispie, one year old Australian Shepherd, has started in both flyball and agility.  She 
may be able to handle both sports and time will tell. 
 
O.D. ( Over Drive), 3 year old Border Collie, has started agility and he loves it.  Darr 
hopes to be out with him in Summer 2010. 
 
Jodie, 3 year old 
Nova Scotia Duck 
Toller/ Sheltie 
mix, has also 
started agility and 
she loves it too.  
Darr will be 
starting her in the 
ring in May 2010. 
Darr said that she 
anticipates a busy 
summer again 
next year and that 
she is going to 
start saving for 
her entry monies 
now! 
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Now, here is what Sheryl Deacon had to write about her and Mike Ling ’s dogs:  
 
Coal earned his Flyball Master title this year. 
 
Reegan earned her Rally Advanced Title with a score of 99 out of 100 and was High in 
Class at the trial in PEI in July. In agility, Reegan earned her Bronze Expert Standard 
title. 
 
Kip  earned his Rally Novice Title with a High in Class and two qualifying scores 
towards his Rally Advanced Title.  Kip scored a perfect 100 score and was just 0.02 
seconds out of first place in a class of 18 dogs! Kip also earned his Canine Good 
Neighbour Title or CGN. 

 
Finally, congratulations to Mary Wilt  
and Tango who received his Advanced 
Gambler’s title. Tango and his brother 
Tippy both completed the Canine Good 
Neighbor program through the Moncton 
Kennel Club. 
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In flyball, each time a team races in a NAFA sanctioned Flyball tournament, their dogs 
earn points based on the following: 
 
- under 24 seconds: each dog racing in that heat receives 25 points towards a Flyball title 
- under 28 seconds: each dog receives 5 points 
- under 32 seconds: each dog receives 1 point 
 
Those points accumulate so dogs can earn the following titles: 
 
Points Title 
20  Flyball Dog (FD) 
100  Flyball Dog Excellent (FDX) 
500  Flyball Dog Champion (FDCh) 
1000  Flyball Dog Champion-Silver (FDCh-S) 
2500  Flyball Dog Champion-Gold (FDCh-G) 
5000  Flyball Master (FM) 
10,000  Flyball Master Excellent (FMX) 
15,000  Flyball Master Champion (FMCh) 
20,000  ONYX 
30,000  Flyball Grand Champion (FGDCh-30) 
40,000  Commemorative pin and plaque 
50,000-90,000  Commemorative pin and plate for 40k plaque 
100,000  Hobbes Award  
 
Here is a list of titles earned by FAME dogs for 2009: 
 
20 pts 
Brooklyn  FD 
 
100- 4999 points  
Misha FD, FDCh, FDX, FDCh -S, FDCh-G 
Rusty FDCh-S   FDCh-G 
 
5000 points  
Coal FM 
Silver FM 
Stewey  FM 
Zedd  FM 
 
10, 000 points  
Shelbi FMX 
Swiper FMX 

10, 000 points (continued)  
Emmalee FMX 
Tchino FMX 
 
15, 000 points  
Swiper FMCh 
Tchino FMCh 
 
20,000 points  
Shadow ONYX 
 
30,000 points  
Niska FGDch 
 
40,000 points  
Darby FG 40 K 
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Two flyball dogs retired this year: Riser with 35,366 points and #7 American Cocker 
Spaniel; and Blaise with  25,814 points and #4 Flat Coated Retriever 
 
F.A.ME. also has a few dogs who are placed at the top of their breed: 
NAFA #1 Irish Setter – Darby  
NAFA #1 American Eskimo- Niska 
NAFA #3 Portuguese Water Dog –Emmalee 
 
Congrats to all! 
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Some beloved four-legged F.A.M.E. members have passed away over the last year. Our 
condolences go to all who have lost a very much loved companion. Please read the 
following loving tributes to our furry friends. 
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Shelby, Silver ATChC, ExSt Bronze, ExSt Silver, ExJ Bronze, MSCDC, CGN, FD 
March 12, 1995 to December 1, 2009 
Owned and loved by Robin-Ann Young 
 
Most F.A.M.E. members don’t know much about my Shelby, since he was already very 
much a senior when I moved from Montreal to Moncton and joined the club. Allow me to 
tell you a little bit about him. 
 
Shelby was my demo dog in every sense. The first dog I raised from a pup, for the initial 
few years of his life he was perfectly content to chase a ball at the park. I had no idea 
there was such a thing as dog sports until a chance encounter with a woman who played 
flyball introduced me to the notion, so I joined the local flyball club. In flyball class, I 
overheard people talking about “agility.” The word came up often. Finally I asked 
“what’s this ‘agility’ thing you guys do on weekends…?” I was told it was a sport where 
the dog goes over jumps, through tunnels, climbs on things, and I uttered those famous 
words heard from many newbies: “My dog would NEVER do that.” Next thing I knew, 
Shelby and I were enrolled in agility class and a whole new world opened up to me.  
 

From there, we were tapped to be on the Chiens Show demo team and competed in Ian 
Dunbar’s All Star K9 Games at Toronto’s SkyDome in 1999. That same demo team 

would go on to be the paid entertainment at the United Kennel Club CKC show at Place  
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Bonaventure every December for quite a few years. Shelby was the perfect little 
performer. The team’s demos consisted of flyball, agility (two dogs and two handlers 
racing through a course at the same time), musical chairs (Shelby had a super-glue sit-
stay and we often won the game) and other amusing events.  
 
Shelby and I were founding members of Quebec’s first flyball team, Doggedly 
Determined (the name was coined by yours truly), and we competed in exactly one 
tournament, in 2003 in Kingston, Ontario, where our team came in dead last. But we 
were doggedly determined to have fun, and that we did. A couple of years ago Doggedly 
Determined was resurrected and some of you may have competed against the team at the 
Olympic Stadium in 2007. It pleases me to know they kept the name. 
 
In agility, Shelby competed at the 2004 AAC Nationals in Montreal and earned several 
titles, making it as far as Silver. When I look back over the years, I realize that I took 
Shelby’s talent and desire to please somewhat for granted. If I had put half the effort into 
training him that, out of necessity, I would go on to put into Logan, he would have made 
it much further than Silver. Not that he cared; like all our dogs, he was just happy to 
spend time playing with me. 
 
On a final note, last winter, at the age of 14, Shelby proved to me that you can teach an 
old dog new tricks. I was teaching Fanny 
and Logan how to climb onto a stability 
ball, using the clicker. Logan was 
terrified of the ball whenever I brought it 
out to use for myself, so he took a couple 
of sessions to even approach it. Fanny 
took a couple of sessions to put her paws 
on it. For fun, I decided to get Shelby 
working with the ball. With the clicker, 
it took about 30 seconds for him to stand 
on his hind legs and push the ball as he 
walked. Cool, I thought. That night, as I 
prepared my dinner I placed a bowl of 
grated parmesan cheese on the dining 
room table. A few minutes later, Shelby 
began pacing and whining. I tried to put 
him outside, but he wouldn’t go, he just 
looked agitated but happy. I went back 
to cooking… Then, from the dining 
room I heard the sound of a utensil 
hitting the floor. I went to investigate 
and there was Shelby, on his hind legs, 
one front leg on a chair, the other 
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pawing away at a place mat as he tried to drag the bowl of cheese within reach. In that 
moment I was pretty proud of my old man. 
 
As I said good-bye to Shelby, he was doing what he loved best: eating a steak sprinkled 
with, you guessed it, grated parmesan cheese. 
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Since March 2008 to Sept. 2009, Darr and Jim Houssen have lost 5 dogs to illness and/ or  
old age.  They are very grateful for the time they had with all of them.   
 
Farewell to Neena., a 22 month old Australian Shepherd who passed away from cardiac 
arrest due to a malfunctioning heart valve. 
 
Farewell to Teddy, Border Collie. He was 12 and ½ yrs old. He played Flyball for most 
of his rescued life with us, from 2 ½ yrs. on and he was Sprint’s best friend. 
 
Farewell to Junior, Border Collie who was only 3 years old. He was rescued because of 
bad behavior. He died 2 days after the rescue due to a ruptured tumor in his abdomen.  
We had attached very fast and were going to keep him.  Absolutely brilliant despite his 
illness.... Such a shame... 
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Moka, FD, FDX, FDCH, FDCH-S, FDCH-G, FM, FMX, FMCH, ONYX, FGDCH 
March 25, 2000 to June 13, 2009 
Loved by Mireille LeBlanc and Jules Comeau 
 
Every dog that enters our lives is special in their own way.  We got involved in agility 
and flyball when we got Moka so to say that she has been special to us doesn’t even 
begin to express what she has meant to us.  Moka came to us thanks to Annette Duguay 
who told us about this young 8 week old puppy from the same farm as Fax that had been 
with a family with young children for one week and she was already too much dog for 
them.  We were just going out to “see” her, but we stopped at the store to buy a camera 
and get cash out of the bank machine before we made our way to see her for the first 
time!  How many times have you heard that? 
 
She was a wonderful puppy with very sharp teeth and a well developed taste for Kleenex!  
She was best friends with Hunter although I’m not sure the feeling was mutual on  
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Hunter`s part when Moka stole her toys!  As a matter fact, photo evidence proves 
otherwise!  Like all puppies, she grew up much too quickly and, by the age of 14 months, 
we added Aléa to her life.  They had their moments but they liked to play together, 
especially in the snow in the winter.  They once played for 45 minutes non-stop in a few 
feet of snow in the backyard! Now, with every new snow, we think of Moka in the 
backyard, with her little butt in the air, trying to entice the others to play with her. 
 
Mireille trained her in basic agility skills and did a few fun matches and a trial with her.  
Although she never became an agility trial champion, it certainly wasn’t because she 
didn’t like playing agility.  Moka was a maniac for tunnels.  Jumpers would have been 
her thing for sure.  But it was at flyball that she blossomed into an excellent performance 
dog.  Thanks to Debbie and J.P. for teaching us the basics of flyball but she learned 
flyball pretty much on her own because Mireille and I certainly didn’t know what we 
were doing.  She turned out to be an outstanding flyball dog and was the second dog in 
FAME to get her ONYX and the third to get her FGDCH.  She was a member of two club 
record setting teams at flyball and could run in any position for anyone.  She was the kind 
of dog that all team captains love to have on their team.   
 
Everyone that knew her at flyball will remember her for how she would wiggle her little 
butt from the moment she walked into either the practice hall or a tournament arena.  She 
absolutely loved everyone that played flyball with us and it was all we could do to pry 
her off people to crate her.  I guess Moka knew good people when she saw them! 
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Outside of flyball, Moka loved to play.  She would never go over her head in the water to 
swim but she would chase rocks or toys for hours along the shore.  We had many 
adventures with Moka, Aléa and Tchino over the years: camping and hiking all over the 
Maritimes, snowshoeing and skiing in all sorts of weather, long walks at all times of the 
day and night, playing in the snow during snow storms and the list goes on.  Those are 
the times when we appreciated Moka`s zest for life.  Right up until the end when cancer 
was destroying her body, she was still running around, playing flyball, chasing her frisbee 
and just enjoying life to the fullest.   
 
Obviously there is a lesson for all of us in the way she enjoyed the last few weeks of her 
life after her operation.  A lot of people played a role in getting Moka into our lives and 
helping us train her at flyball and agility.  We owe a lot of people many thanks but most 
of all, we owe Moka the biggest debt of gratitude for having brought us into this world of 
dog sports.  She was an amazing partner along the road of life, a partner that was taken 
away from us way too early.  But her memory will live with us forever through the 
friendships we have made because of her.  Thank you Moka for all you have given us.  
Special friends will always be with us because of you. 
 

 


